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Press statement

MEPs delegation support liberalisation in Uzbekistan and regional political
initiatives.

Foreign affairs MEPs in favour of closer relations and an early conclusion of
negotiations on the new comprehensive Agreement with Uzbekistan.

The Committee on Foreign Affairs of the European Parliament, led by MEP Cristian Dan
PREDA, visited Uzbekistan (Tashkent and Samarkand) on 19-20 September 2018.

At the end of the visit the Chair of the Delegation said:

“We welcome the course taken by the new leadership of the country towards a more open
society, and support sustainable reforms addressing the political, societal and economic
issues.

We have witnessed a genuine engagement and an intensification of political dialogue
between the EU and Uzbekistan, leading to negotiations on a new comprehensive
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement. Furthermore, we welcome the new impetus
towards regional cooperation amongst the Central Asian countries, unblocked by a new
foreign policy paradigm of Uzbekistan.

We have had open exchanges of views on foreign affairs, including the bilateral and
regional issues, good governance, human rights and sectoral issues.

With regard to respect for human rights, we welcome the release of thousands of political
prisoners, the eradication of child labour, as well as the recent visits by UN representatives
and reopening to international non-governmental organisations in this field. Nevertheless,
we urge the authorities to recognise and resolve the remaining cases of prisoners of
conscience, and forced labour, and to establish a predictable framework for a continued
and sustainable functioning of a genuinely independent civil society.



Our visit to the region demonstrates our commitment to partnership with Uzbekistan.”

The visit was organised with the objective of supporting implementation of the EU Central
Asia strategy (and the related EP resolution of April 2016) and its upcoming update in
2019. A motion for a resolution containing recommendations for the future  EU -
Uzbekistan Agreement will be considered by the Committee on Foreign Affairs in the
upcoming months (rapporteur David McAllister, AFET Committee Chair).

The delegation included the following Members:

Cristian Dan PREDA, Chair of the delegation EPP Romania

Arnaud DANJEAN EPP France

Ana GOMES S&D Portugal

Juan Fernando LÓPEZ AGUILAR S&D Spain

Ryszard CZARNECKI ECR Poland

James CARVER NI United Kingdom


